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from outside. As a matter of fact, two of the five
Residents at the Native Courts have been appointed
from the service, and in the future vacancies will
undoubtedly be filled in that way.
Throughout the Malay Peninsula the lack of a high
indigenous civilization makes it necessary for white
officers to occupy the lesser posts which in India
would be held by natives. Thus a district officer
is a member of the civil service recruited in Eng-
land, and his immediate subordinates are the native
Headmen of the villages, who are nominally elected
by the villagers and confirmed by the Government,
although of course it is not difficult in practice to
guide the choice of the people.
In the Federated Malay States the result is much
the same, but the form is different. Here the white
officials in each state consist of the Resident, with
a staff of three or four white assistants, and below
him a District Officer with one or two assistants in
each district. Neither the Residents nor the District
Officers are nominally direct rulers, but in each case
they are guides, philosophers, and friends to the cor-
responding native chief; and in practice they control
his actions.
It is a great disadvantage to the civil service of
these colonies that each of them is too small by itself
to furnish sufficient opportunities for a great career.
The condition is, indeed, rendered somewhat better
by the practice of occasionally transferring a man
from the service of one colony to that of another,